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r,ocAl r,Aw Io.
A IOCAL I,ATS REI,ATING TO\SHKOIflIROI,, CONFINETIEI{T

AND LEASHING OF DOGS

sEgr_roN l.
ro€ Board of Trustees of the ViIIage of Carnbridge finds

that the r*nning at large and other uncontrolled behavior of
licensed an..l unlicensed dogs has caused physical harm to persons
and damage to property, and has created nuj-sances within the
Village. The purpose of this local law is to protect the health,
safety and well-being of persons and property by irnposing
restrictions on the keeping and running at large of dogs within
the Vitlage of Cambridge.

SECTION 2. Authority
This local law is enacted pursuant to the provisions of

Section L24 of Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law of
the State of New York and Section 10 of the New York State
Municipal Home Rule Law.

SEglIoN 3. Title

The title of this law shall be, ttDog Control Law of the
Village of Cambridge.rr

SECIION 4- Definition and Terns

As used in this local law, the following words shall have
the following respective meanings:

A. Agriculture and Harkets Law. The Agriculture and
Markets Law of the State of New York in effect as of the
effectj-ve date of this local 1aw, as amended by this local law,
and as amended thereafter.

q Confined. That such animal- is securely confined or
restraincJ and kept on the owner's premises, either within a
building, kennel or other suitable enclosure or securely fastened
on a cniin, wire, ot other effective tether of such length and so
arranqed that the animal cannot reach or endanger any person or
any aajacent premises or any public street, wdY or placei or,
if the animal- is being transported by the owner, that it is
securely confined in a crate, or other container, or so
restrained in a vehicle that it cannot be expected to escape
therefrom.

C. Dog. Dog shall mean male and female, licensed and
unlicensed, mernbers of the species canis faniliaris.

D. Dog Control officer. Any person authorized by the

Purpose
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Board of Trustees of the Village of Cambridge from time to tirneto enforce the provisions of this local law or the provisions ofthe Agriculture and Markets Law.

E. owner. The party purchasing the dogrs license,unless the dog is or has been lost, and such lois reported to thedog warden and reasonable search has been made. rf i aoq is notIicensed, the term rrownerrr.sharl designate and cover any personor persons, firn, association or corporation, who or wnicfi ownsor has custody or control of, harbors, or is otherwiseresponsible for said dog at the time that it is kept, brought or
comes within the Village. Any person owning or halboring i aogfor a.period of ole (r) week prior to the riring or any 6omplaintcharging a violation of this local law shall be-held and aeemeato be an owner of such dog for the purpose of this local raw. rnthe event that any dog found to be in viotation of this local lawsha]l be owned by a mi"nor, the parent or guardian of said minor
who l"ives in the household in which said rninor resides shall be
deemed to have custody and control of said dog and shall beresponsible for any acts of the said dog and viotation of thisIocal law.

F. Recreational Areas. Recreational areas shalI mean
any real property owned by the ViIIage of Canbridge which is usedfor recreational purposes by the public; including, but notlirnited to, parks or playgrounds.

G. Run at Large. Run at large shall rnean to be onprivate rands without the knowredge, consent and approval of the
owner of such lands.

H. school Prenises: Any real property situate withinthe Village of Cambridge which is used ior- educational purposes
or purposes incidental thereto.

I. Village. Shall designate the area within
corporate limits of the ViJ.lage of Cambridge.

J. Harbor. To provide food or shelter to any

sEefIoN 5. Restrictions

the

dog.

rt shalr be unlawful for any owner of any dog in theVillage to permit or allow such dog to:

4) Run at large, unless the dog is restrained by anadequate' red.sh or unreis'it is accompanied by it= "r""r or aresponsible person abre to control-it by cornmand. For thepurpose of this locar law, a dog or dogs hunting in cornpany of ahunter or hunters sharr be considered as accompinied by- it-s
owners.

B. Engage in habitual loud howling, barking, crying orwhining or conduct itself in such a nanner so as to-unrelsoiably
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and habitual-ly disturb the comfort or repose of any person other
than the owner of such dog.

C. Uproot, dig, or otherwise damage any vegetables,
lawns, flowers, garden beds, or other property not belonging to
the owner of such dog.

D. Chase, jump upon or at, oy otherwise harass any
person in such a manner as to reasonably cause intimidation or
fear or to put such person in reasonable apprehension of bodily
harm or injury.

E. Habituall-y chase, run alongside of or bark at motor
vehicles while on a public street or highway or upon public or
private property other than property of the owner or harborer of
said dog.

F. Be at large on any school premises or recreational
areas, or the sidewalks adjacent thereto, dt any time when
twenty (20) or more persons are present unless said dog is on a
leash.

c. Create a nuisance by diqging on public property or by
defecating, urinating or digging on private property other than
property of the owner or harborer of said dog.

Establishment of the fact or facts that a dog has
committed any of the acts prohibited by Section 5 of this local
law shall be presumptive evidence against the owner or harborer
of such dog that he has failed to properly confine, leash or
control his dog.

SECTION 6. Enforcenent

This ]oca1 law shall be enforced by any dog control
officer or. peace officer when acting pursuant to his special
duties.

SECIION 7. Seizure, Impoundnent, Redenption and Adoption

A. Any dog fourid in violation of the provisions of
paragraphs (A) through (F), inclusive, of Section 5 of this local
law may be seized pursuant to the provisions of Section 1l-B of
the Agriculture and Markets Law.

B. Every dog seized shall be properly cared for,
sheltered, fed and watered for the redemption periods set forth
in Section l1B of the Agriculture and Markets Law.

C. Seized dogs may be redeemed by producing proof of
Iicensing and identification pursuant to the provisions of
Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law and by paying the
impoundment fees set forth in Section 1l-8 of said Articl-e.
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D- rf the owner of any unredeemed dog is known, suchoh/ner shall be required to pay the inpoundmen{. fees set forth insubdj-vision. (c) of tnis section whethLr or not such o$/ner choosesto redeem his or her dog.

E- Any dog.unredeemed at the expiration of theappropriate redemption period shall_ be rnlae avail_abre foradoption or euthanized pursuant to the provisions oi-s""tiorl t-18of the Agriculture and Markets Law.

F. No action shall be maintained against the Village,any dog control officer or peace officer wh6n acting pursuant tohis specj-al duties,.ot any -other agent 
", "ifi";;-;; Ln" viri.g-or person under contract to said Vilrage to recover thepossession or^val-ue of any dog, of for damages for injury orcompensation for the destruction, of- any, dog-seized oi-a"=t.oyedpursuant to the provisions of this tocit liw or the Agri""rii,i"and Markets Law.

Any dog control officer, peace officer when actingpursuant to his special dutiest 
- 
or porice officer in the 6mproyof or under contract of the Village observing a violation "i tnislocar 1aw in his presence may issue and serve an appearanceticket for such violation.

SESTION 7A. Appearance Ticket

SECTION 8. Conplaint

A. A"ny_pe,_rs_olr- WIro obgerves a dog in vi-gl-a-Lion of thisr9g?r law (incruTi-ng,-wr -hout tih-itationl rhe iEfllintr"rofficer) rnqy- f_ile. a qo,mp=lgint under oath wit - ; f,i;tug".y'-usticespecifying the naturd orJne vioration, the daie th"ieor, adescription of- the dog and the name and resi,dence; ii known, ofthe owner of the dog.

B. upol receipt by the virrage Justice of any suchcomplaint, he shat-r suilmon-rhe. ar]eg.,i 
"r"";-;; ;;p;;. i.n personbefore hj-rn for a hearing, at which Soth the compiilnint and ownersha]l have an opportunity to be represented by Lounsel and topresent evidence: rf, after such hearing, tha viiiiqe Justicedecides that a violation of this local 1aw has been 6ommitt-a, hemay impose a penalty upon the violator as provia.o i" section gof this local law; and if he finds that fultner action iswarranted, he may also order:

l-. The dog to be declared a vicious or dangerousd99, to be restrained by corrar and teain at arltimes whether on or off the orn"rrs property.
2. The dog to be confined to the premises of theowner.

Such other remedy as. nay be warranted by thecircumstances in-such cise.
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C. A violation of any order
under the provisions of this Sectionpunishable, upon conviction thereof,
this local 1aw.

issued by a ViIlage Justice
8 shall be an offense
as provided in Section 9 of

SECTION 9. Penalties

upon conviction, a vioration of this rocar law shall be
deerned an offense and punishable by a fine not exceeding one
Hundred Do}l-ars ($roo.oo; for the first offense, and Two Hundredand Fifty Dollars ($25o.oo) for each offense thereafter; orimprisonment for not more than fifteen (15) days, or both.
SECIION 10- Enforcement by Village Attorney

The irnposition of the penalties herein prescribed shallnot. preclude the Village Attorney from instituting an appropriateaction or proceeding to obtain injunctive rerief igainst- any
owner of a dog which violates the provisions of this law.

SECIION 11. Records of Dog Control Officer
It shaLl be the responsibility of the dog control officerto maintain accurate records and to cornplete and subnit thefollowing records to the Mayor and Board of Trustees of theVillage of Cambridge on a monthly basis:

A. A listing of aII complaints, including the name,address and phone numbers of each comprainant and the type ofcornplaint and the resolution of each complaint.

B. A separate log of each official- action taken in each
case.

C. A daily mileage log, broken down into 9ds, mileage
and oil usage.

D. The number of
E. The number of

F. A list of a}l
control officer.

dogs impounded.

dogs redeemed by their owner.

expenditures incurred by the dog

officer.

sEsrIoN 12.

The gross receipts collected by the dog control

Severability
Each separate provision of this local law shall be deemed

independent of all other provisions herein, and if any provisions
shall be deemed or declared invalid, all other provisions hereofshaIl remain valid and enforceable.
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SECTION 13- Repealer

This local 1aw shall supersede all prior local laws,
ordinances, fYles and regulations relative to the control of dogswithin the Village and they shall be, upon the effectiveness of-
this local law, nulI and void.

SECIION L4. Effective Date

This local law shall take effect immediately upon
adoption and filing with the secretary of state, ds provided in
Section 27 (3) of the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New
York

Board of
County,

BE IT ENACTED, this 6th day
Trustees of the Village of

New York.

of February,
mbridge, of

1995 by the
Washington

SEAL

ATTEST:

#r,e")h,Alrnl
Linda M. Record, ViIIage Clerk

Mayor

Trustee

ustee

Trustee
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